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that we are bound by the same loyalty, the loyalty to India herself. Do remem-
ber to stand shoulder to shoulder with us, to exchange views, and by mutual
co-operation, with good luck and good fortune, we shall solve the problems that
now confront us and see India stand self-governing and self-respecting in the
world.

For the last time, I declare that the Conference now adjourns.1
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239.    STATEMENT TO THE PRESS

LONDON.,
December 1> 1931

It is not so much the Premier's statement or what happened
at the Conference that is worrying me as what is happening in
India at the present moment. You have an English saying which
is appropriate : "Coining events cast their shadow before." Well,,
the situation in India, especially in Bengal, is very ugly, leaving
little room for hope that anything big will come out of the Confe-
rence. I refer to the Ordinance just passed in Bengal giving extra-
ordinary powers to the Government to deal with what has been
called terrorism and to a certain extent rightly so called, but past
experience tells me that the Government has become panicky as it
is wont when European life is taken or is attempted. I detest
such a crime, but I am quite clear in my mind that the powers
taken are altogether out of all proportion to the possibilities of the
spread of terrorism. If it is left to me, it shall be dealt with under
ordinary law.

I must say the executive in authority has very wide powers
even under the ordinary law, and after all is said and done, if
one were to examine the mere arithmetic in connection with ter-
rorism, I do not think Bengal would come out the worst. Then,
instead of dealing with the root cause, the Government of India,
rather the Government of Bengal, assisted by the Government of
India and the Secretary of State here have merely dealt with
the symptom and not the disease. Terrorists, everybody admits, do
not resort to terrorism for the sake of it. Nobody throws away his
life without some motive behind and it is, I think, admitted by all
that the terrorists resort to their method in the hope of thereby
securing freedom for their country. If that freedom comes, there

1 The Conference terminated at 12 33 p.m.